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Winter 2022  

Bench Notes 

 

 

 

Promoting Our Profession 

 During MLPW 

 

 This year Medical Laboratory Professionals Week (MLPW)  will 

be celebrated April24h—30th.    This week was founded in 1975 to pro-

mote public awareness and understanding of the vital role that 

medical laboratory professionals play in healthcare. As a profes-

sion with low visibility and limited contact with patients, we need to 

make the public aware of our  valuable contributions in the detection, 

diagnosis, treatment and monitoring of disease.  The emphasis of the 

week should be getting the word out about the importance of our profes-

sion.  It seems that MLPW is morphing into an employees recognition 

week. It is wonderful that supervisors treat staff to coffee and doughnuts, 

to a pizza lunch or distribute tokens gifts of appreciation, as this does 

boost employee morale. However,  it does little to keep the original intent 

of MLPW—to promote our profession to the public. 

 

     If we don’t promote ourselves during MLPW,  who will? 

  

  

 

 

Bench Notes is the official pub-
lication of the New York Con-
stituent Society of the Ameri-
can Society for Clinical Labor-
atory Science.  It is published 
four times yearly. 

Editor:  

Carol Golyski 
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REMEMBERING BEVERLY PRICE DE NARD     

 

 

 

 

1942-2021 

     ASCLS-NY lost an active and enthusiastic member in December with  the 

passing of Beverly Price DeNard after a two year battle with pancreatic cancer. 

Bev grew up in Waterloo, NY and graduated from Waterloo Central High 

School. She earned  her B.S. degree in Medical Technology  and her M.S. in 

Instructional Technology from the Rochester Institute of Technology.  Bev 

began her career a a staff technologist in Rochester area hospitals.  Next, she 

joined the faculty at the Rochester Institute of Technology’s National Tech-

nical Institute for the Deaf.  She was as associate professor in their Medical 

Laboratory Science Program and taught her classes in sign language.  She was 

an ardent advocate for deaf culture and an understanding of challenges faced 

by the deaf and hearing impaired. 

     Bev was a member of ASCLS for over 50 years and was an active member in 

the former Genesee Valley  Chapter, a local constituent  chapter  of ASCLS-NY.  

She held three different terms as ASCLS-NY  President (1998-1999, 2005-

2006 and 2008-2009).  More recently Bev served on the ASCLS-NY Judicial  

Committee, Student Advisor and Nominations Chair.  She served several times 

as Spring Seminar  co-chair when the state meetings were held in Rochester.  

Bev attended the  annual  ASCLS meetings and often served as a representa-

tive from NY at the House of Delegates.  She also attended the annual Clinical 

Laboratory Educators Conferences and the Legislative Symposiums. 

     In recognition of her  commitment and service to the  professional society, 

ASCLS-NY bestowed  Bev with the Mary B. Cooper Service Award (1989) and 

the Sara Marie Ciccarelli Member of the Year Award (1979). In addition, she 

was the NY nominee for the ASCLS Lifetime Achievement Award in 2017.  Bev 

was inducted into Alpha Mu Tau, the honorary fraternity of ASCLS in recogni-

tion of her professional contributions to Clinical Laboratory Science.   

     Bev was active in the American Society for Microbiology and attended their 

annual meetings as well as the Western New York Branch meetings. She was a 

member of the International Federation of Biomedical Laboratory Scientists 

and attended their meetings, travelling to Europe, Africa and Asia. 

     Bev will be remembered for her cheerfulness and love of life as well as her 

many contributions to Clinical Laboratory Science.   We will miss  socializing 

with her at  our meetings.  Rest in peace. 

 

 

                                                      R      I    P 

 

 

 

ASCLS– NY Mission/Vision 

Statement 

 

ASCLS-NY  serves as the voice of 

all clinical laboratory profession-

als, creating a vision for the ad-

vancement of the clinical laborato-

ry practice field, and advocating 

the value and the role of the pro-

fession ensuring safe, effective, 

efficient, equitable, and patient 

centered health care.       

 

ASCLS-NY  is an inclusive, cultur-

ally relevant community of people 

acknowledging their differences 

and unique characteristics; it is an 

organization where all persons can 

engage and participate in a mean-

ingful way empowering everyone 

to grow and learn.      

ASCLS-NY is the constituent state 

society of the American Society for 

Clinical Laboratory Science.  AS-

CLS is divided into ten geographic 

regions and ASCLS-NY is a mem-

ber of Region I along with the con-

stituent societies of Maine, Con-

necticut and Central New Eng-

land. 
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 The 2022 Clinical Laboratory Edcato0rs Conference (CLEC) will be held in Denver, Colorado 

March 14-16.  Participants may attend in person or virtually.  This hybrid format provides flexibility to 

meet the individual needs and preferences of educators. 

 This annual conference provides topics in clinical education relevant to faculty, administrators, 

directors, advisers, and others engaged in medical laboratory education. 

 All sessions will be recorded and registrants will be able to stream the sessions for 30 days follow-

ing the closure of the conference.  This format accommodates individual schedules and allows participants  

to view multiple sessions that are held concurrently.   40 hours PACE  continuing education  credits can be 

earned.    

 

 

 

House of Delegates Holds Winter Meeting 

  

The ASCLS House of Delegates (HOD) held its winter meeting on January 16, 2022 via Zoom conferencing.    

Delegates who are selected to represent their constituent society at the annual  meeting serve a one year 

term as stated in the Bylaws/Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). 

 President Hassan Assisz started the meeting with his report.  Next Secretary/Treasurer Kyle Riding 

presented the financial report.  This was followed by committee reports. 

Highlights of the discussions included: 

• Membership—membership numbers are down; it is important to contact lapsed members and encour-

age membership renewal; dues are a major revenue source 

• Legislative Symposium—held in October in Washington, DC; hybrid format; the issues that attendees 

addressed with their Senators and Representatives were the clinical laboratory Medicare reimburse-

ment fees and the clinical laboratory workforce shortage 

• Clinical Laboratory Science Journal— a publishing firm will be producing the journal; it will have a 

contemporary look 

• Governance— considering a shift from geographic Region Directors to Directors at Large 

• Advocacy—concerns  this year include: Laboratory Reimbursement, Laboratory Workforce Shortage, 

Laboratory Developed Tests 

• Body of Knowledge—a vote was taken and passed to revise the BOK into a format that would  easily be 

understood by other health care professionals (physicians, nurses, pharmacists, therapists, etc.) 

• Position Papers—two papers will be voted upon at the Joint Annual Meeting in June: 

            1. Practice Levels and Educational Needs for Clinical Laboratory Personnel 

            2. Levels of Practice and Model Career Ladder 

  

 

2022 Clinical Laboratory Educators  Conference 
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Scholarship News  

 

ASCLS-NY Scholarships 

 

Call for Scholarship Applications 

By Tracey Graney 

 

Each year, ASCLS-NY awards up to three scholarships: two to students in undergraduate clinical la-
boratory programs, and one to a clinical laboratory professional pursuing a graduate degree.  All AS-
CLS-NY Developing Professional members will receive scholarship details and an application via 
email by the end of February; undergraduate applications are due April 30, 2022.  The gradu-
ate scholarship details and application will be distributed via email to all ASCLS-NY members by the 
end of March; graduate applications are due May 28, 2022. Scholarship information will also 
be available on our website. The selection of scholarship recipients will be made by an impartial panel 
of members of ASCLS-NY.  The scholarship awards will be announced at the ASCLS-NY Spring Meet-
ing in June. 

 

ASCLS Scholarships 

 

Alpha Mu Tau Fraternity (AMTF) Graduate and Undergraduate Scholarships 

AMT Fraternity is offering both undergraduate and graduate scholarships in amounts ranging from 
$1,000 to $4,000.  

ASCLS Education and Research (E&R) Fund Graduate and Undergraduate Scholarships 

The ASCLS E&R Fund is offering a $3,000 graduate scholarship and $1,500 -$2,500 undergraduate 
scholarship.   

Applicants for both  the AMTF and E&R scholarships must be ASCLS members.  Recipients will be an-
nounced at the Joint Annual Meeting in June.  Further details and applications are available on the     
ASCLS web site: www.ascls.org. 



 5 

 

Clinical Corner 

 

Immunohematology 

 

Submitted by: 

Robina Colclough-Davy 

Assistant Professor 

St. John’s University 

 

A physician orders two RBC units on a patient scheduled for surgery tomorrow morning. Specimen his-

tory indicates the presence of anti-Fya and anti-Fy3. The genetic analysis report from the immunohema-

tology reference laboratory states the following: 

Phenotype by DNA analysis:  Fya: 0 

         Fyb: (0)* Not at risk for developing anti-Fyb 

(0)*: GATA silencing mutation 

GATA box mutation present in Fy(b-) individuals reduces the expression of the Duffy antigen on RBC’s 

only. Patients with this mutation will have Duffy antigen expression on other tissues.  

 

Given the above information, what is the appropriate blood to choose for crossmatch? 

A.  Fy(a-b+) 

B.  Fy(a-b-) 

C.  Fy(a+b-) 

D.  Fy(a+b+) 

 

 

 

Answers will be posted in the Spring Edition of Bench Notes 
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Editor’s Corner 

 

Dear ASCLS-NY Members, 

 

Have you , or your laborato-

ry, started making plans to 

promote our profession dur-

ing Medical Laboratory Pro-

fessionals Week?  It will be 

here in 11 weeks! 

 

The Covid pandemic is the 

perfect time to inform the 

public of the value of labora-

tory confirmed tests.   

 

Workforce shortages are a 

huge concern nationwide 

and what a perfect time to 

make students aware of ca-

reer possibilities in our field. 

 

Bench Notes would love to 

publish any ideas that you 

may have or any activities 

that medical laboratories  

used to promote our profes-

sion to the public.   

 

Email your articles and pic-
tures to Carol Golyski at: 

Edtor.ASCLSNY@gmail.com 

I await hearing from you! 

 

Yours in ASCLS-NY, 

Carol Golyski, 

Editor, Bench Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

ASCLS NY Officers and Board Members 
2021-2022 
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Upcoming ASCLS Events 

March 14-16, 2022:  Clinical Laboratory Educators Conference    
                Denver, Colorado 

April 24-30, 2022:          Medical Laboratory Professionals Week 

June 17, 2022:                 ASCLS-NY Spring Seminar 

(tentative) 

June 26-30, 2022:          Joint Annual Meeting 

                                          Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

President     Gwenn Schwerdel 

President Elect    Tracey Graney 

Past President    Matthew Schoell 

Secretary     Afrinash Ahamad  

Treasurer     Laureen Brooks 

Two Year Board Member (2nd of 2  year) Robina Colclough-Davy 

Two year Board Member (1st of 2 years)  Aniqa Rattu 

One Year Board Member    Sadaf Ahmad 

Nominations    Beverly Price DeNard* 

Judicial     Angela Meisse 

     Kathleen Finnegan 

Membership    James Payne 

     Lourdes Martinez  

     Camille Parnell 

Constitution and Bylaws   Matthew Schoell 

Public Relations & Promotion of the Profession Tracey Graney 

     Rhiannon Tierney 

Scholarship    Tracey Graney 

Awards     Robina Colclough-Davy 

Student Advisor    Beverly Price DeNard* 

Developing Professional   Sean Johnston 

Ascending Professional/Web Site/Social Media       Rhiannon Tierney 

Newsletter Editor                      Carol Golyski 

Spring Seminar Co-Chairs                     Kathleen Finnegan   

                        Lisa Hochstein 

 

                                                      *recently vacated 


